
Summary of 2005-08 incidents at UC involving anti-animal research extremists (partial list) 
 

Incident Date/ time frame Target 

Claim of Responsibility, Link 
to Animal Research Activism, 

and/or Arrests 

UC Berkeley (UCB)    

1. Information about the 
construction of the Li Ka-Shing 
Center for Biomedical and 
Health Sciences building, which 
will include animal research 
laboratories, posted on activist 
website along with the names 
and addresses of the architect, 
contractor and UCB staff 
associated with the project. 
 

2. Threatening e-mails have been 
received and police reports 
have been filed.  

 

April - June 2008 UC Berkeley 
staff, project 
architect and 
contractor staff 

Contact Bob Sanders at 
Berkeley Public Affairs 

1. String of Animal rights related 
vandalism including broken 
windows, overturned trash 
cans, and other forms of 
vandalism.  There have been 
more than 20 reports of 
damage to UC Berkeley 
researchers’ homes, including 
broken windows and 
vandalized cars. 

 
2. Names and addresses of 

scientists and staff posted on 
activist websites. 

 

August 2007 - 
July 2008 

Multiple UC 
Berkeley 
scientists and 
staff 

Contact Bob Sanders at 
Berkeley Public Affairs 

UC Davis (UCD)    

Firecracker placed in mailbox at 
researcher home, causing minor 
damage. 
 

2007 UC Davis 
researcher 

Unknown/Under investigation. 

Activists photographed cars parked 
outside of UC Davis facility and 
posted some license plate numbers 
on animal rights website. 

2006 UC Davis 
researcher 

Information posted on 
indybay.org website (license 
plate information has since 
been removed) 
 

Car window broken at home of UC 
Davis researcher. 
 

2006 UC Davis 
researcher 

Unknown/Under investigation. 
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Incident Date/ time frame Target 

Claim of Responsibility, Link 
to Animal Research Activism, 

and/or Arrests 

UC Irvine (UCI)    

No incidents reported 2005-08. 
 

   

UC Los Angeles (UCLA)    

An unoccupied UCLA vanpool 
vehicle was set on fire at a park-
and-ride facility in Irvine.  Nobody 
was injured; damage to the van 
was extensive. 
 

June 2008  Animal Liberation Front (ALF) 
took credit for the incident. 
 

1. An incendiary device is ignited 
on the porch of UCLA 
professor’s house causing 
extensive damage to the 
property.  

 
2. The name and address of the 

UCLA professor was posted on 
activist websites. 

 

February 2008 UCLA 
professor 

1. Animal Liberation Front 
(ALF) took credit for the 
incident. 

 

1. The home of UCLA professor 
sustains over $20,000 in 
damages after being flooded by 
animal extremists who broke a 
window and inserted a garden 
hose into the house, and who 
left a note threatening to burn 
the house down next time. 

 
2. The name and address of the 

UCLA professor was posted on 
activist websites. 

 

October 2007 UCLA 
professor 

1. Animal Liberation Front 
(ALF) took credit for the 
incident. 

 

1. A package containing razor 
blades, animal fur, and oil 
mailed to UCLA professor’s 
home and addressed to his 
wife. The package told her to 
persuade her husband to stop 
his animal research, or "What 
he does to the animals we will 
do to you."  
 

2. The name and address of the 
UCLA professor was posted on 
activist websites. 

 

July 2007 UCLA 
professor and 
spouse 

1. Animal Liberation Front 
(ALF) took credit for the 
incident. 
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Incident Date/ time frame Target 

Claim of Responsibility, Link 
to Animal Research Activism, 

and/or Arrests 

1. A firebomb was placed under 
the car of UCLA professor, 
which was parked in front of his 
home. Police were called to the 
scene and portions of 
professor’s neighborhood were 
evacuated. Although the fuse 
on the firebomb had been lit, it 
failed to detonate prior to police 
intervention.  

 
2. The name and address of the 

UCLA professor was posted on 
activist websites. 

 

February 2007 UCLA 
professor 

1. Animal Liberation Brigade 
took credit for the 
firebombing. 

1. A firebomb is placed on the 
doorstep of an elderly neighbor 
of UCLA professor. The 
firebomb was intended for 
UCLA professor and left at the 
wrong address. The device 
failed to ignite.  

 
2. The name and address of the 

UCLA professor was posted on 
activist websites. 

 

June 2006 Intended target 
was UCLA 
professor 

1. Animal Liberation Front 
(ALF) took credit for the 
incident. 

 
 

1. UCLA faculty and 
administrators received 
hundreds of threatening emails, 
phone calls, and home visits. 
The persons behind these 
emails and phone calls 
asserted that the harassment 
would not stop until the 
employees ceased using 
animals in their research. 

 
2. The names and addresses of 

several of these UCLA faculty 
and administrators were posted 
on activist websites. 

 

Summer 2006 UCLA faculty 
and 
administrators 

Unknown/Under investigation.   
 
The names and addresses of 
several of these UCLA faculty 
and staff were posted on 
activist websites. 
 

1. Campaign of harassment is 
directed at UCLA professor. 
Animal rights extremists 
repeatedly terrorized the family 
in their own home by using 
tactics such as throwing 
firecrackers late at night onto 

April - July 2006 UCLA 
professor and 
family 

Unknown/Under investigation. 
 
The professor’s home phone 
number and address was 
posted on activist websites. 
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Claim of Responsibility, Link 
to Animal Research Activism, 

and/or Arrests 

the family’s property. 
  
2. The professor’s home phone 

number and address posted on 
activist websites. 

1. UCLA Primate Freedom 
posted UCLA professor’s 
home phone number and 
address on its website.  

 
2. Shortly thereafter, professor 

began receiving threatening 
phone calls at his home. 

 

August 2005 UCLA 
professor 

Unknown/Under investigation. 
 
Professor’s home address and 
phone number posted on UCLA 
Primate  
Freedom website. 

UC Merced (UCM)    

No incidents reported 2005-08. 
 

   

UC Riverside (UCR)    

No incidents reported 2005-08. 
 

   

UC San Diego (UCSD)    

Bomb threat and a fake bomb 
planted at the Leichtag Family 
Foundation Biomedical Research 
site on the UCSD La Jolla campus. 
 

December 2007 
 

UCSD animal 
research 
laboratories. 

Richard Sills was arrested in 
January and pleaded guilty 
March 11, 2008, to a federal 
charge of making threats 
involving animal enterprises.  
On July 28, 2008, Sills was 
sentenced to 15 months in 
federal prison, plus 3 years of 
probation.  Sills has also been 
ordered to pay $10,419.01 in 
restitution.   
 

UC San Francisco (UCSF)    

Verbal harassment and criminal 
threats 

April 2008 UCSF 
researcher 
(while in City of 
Berkeley) 

Unknown/Under investigation. 
 
Indicated in their statement 
animal research or use of 
animals in research 
 

Four reports of telephone threats to 
four separate homes 

April 2008 UCSF 
researchers 

Unknown/Under investigation. 
 
Indicated in their statement 
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and/or Arrests 

animal research or use of 
animals in research. 

Four separate reports of 
vandalism/graffiti. 
 

2008 UCSF campus 
(Parnassus) 

Unknown/Under investigation. 

Six reports of criminal threats to 5 
individuals. (on individual received 
threats on two separate occasions) 
 

2007 UCSF 
researchers 

Unknown/Under investigation. 
 
Indicated in their statement 
animal research or use of 
animals in research. 
 

Two reports of vandalism/graffiti. 
 

2007 UCSF facility Unknown/Under investigation. 

One report of vandalism/graffiti. 
 

2005 UCSF facility Unknown/Under investigation. 

UC Santa Barbara (UCSB)    

Animal activists did a "drive-by" of 
faculty home. 
 
 

March 2008 UCSB faculty 
member 
 

Unknown/Under investigation. 

Animal activists did a "drive-by" of 
faculty home. 
 

November 2007 UCSB faculty 
member 

Unknown/Under investigation. 

Animal activists visited homes of 
faculty and staff.  Protests included 
the use of bull horns, signs, and 
persons wearing masks. 
 

September 2007 UCSB faculty 
and staff 

Unknown/Under investigation. 
 

UC Santa Cruz (UCSC)    

Anti-animal research extremists 
firebombed the homes of two 
UCSC researchers just before 
dawn on Aug. 2.  In one case, a 
vehicle was destroyed.  In the 
second, the fire forced the 
researcher, his wife and two 
children to flee the home from an 
upstairs window. 
 

August 2008 UCSC faculty 
members 

Unknown/under investigation. 
Referred to Santa Cruz Police 
Department and FBI 

Six masked animal rights extremists 
disrupted a child’s birthday party at 
the home of a UCSC faculty 
member and confronted her 
husband at the door, striking him on 

February 2008 UCSC faculty 
member 

Inquiry referred to Santa Cruz 
Police Department and FBI 
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Incident Date/ time frame Target 

Claim of Responsibility, Link 
to Animal Research Activism, 

and/or Arrests 

the hand.  
 

Four UCSC scientists have been 
targeted at their homes by a series 
of chalking graffiti, epithets shouted 
through megaphones, and other 
vandalism. 
 

February 2008 Four UCSC 
scientists 

Unknown/Under investigation. 
 
Indicated in their statements 
animal research or use of 
animals in research. 

 
 
 


