
Review of Admissions Decisions 
(The Appeals Process) 

 
 
Each applicant’s record is thoroughly reviewed and admissions decisions are rarely 
reversed. However, applicants who are not offered admission may request a review of the 
decision if they believe there is an error in the evaluation or if they can provide new and 
compelling information not included in the initial evaluation that may bear on an 
admissions decision.  This process is commonly referred to as the “appeals process.”  
Since 1971, the appeals process has also been used by campuses as a way to provide a 
meaningful response to requests for reconsideration by applicants subject to redirection, 
and more recently, as a method to respond to applicants who have not been selected for 
admission to selective campuses. General information pertaining to the review of 
admissions decisions is included in the admissions application: 
 
   The campuses review each applicant’s record 
   thoroughly and admissions decisions are rarely 
   reversed. However, students who are not  
   admitted may request a review of the decision 
   if they believe there was an error in the evaluation 
   or can provide new and compelling information 
   not included in the initial application.  Each campus 
   has specific procedures to handle such appeals.  
   Contact the campus Admissions Office for  
   Information. (University of California 2004-2005  
   Application for Undergraduate Admission and  
   Scholarships, p. 5) 
 
The appeals process is available to all applicants, and is implemented as indicated at the 
attached chart.  
 
[Note: Until recently, appeals for non-admission was not a major concern at either UC 
Riverside or UC Santa Cruz. The Riverside campus has been able to offer admission to 
all UC-eligible applicants, and until 2003-2004, Santa Cruz also offered admission to all 
applicants who were UC-eligible.  For purpose of this analysis these campuses are not 
included in the attachment, however any student many appeal a decision if the applicant 
feels there was an error in the evaluation.] 


