Questions and Answers About UC Admissions

1. Is it true that for Fall 2002, UC Berkeley denied admission to about 3,200
applicants with SAT I scores above 1400?

» For Fall 2002, UC Berkeley admitted 98 percent of California resident applicants
with SAT scores above 1400 whose GPA’s were not below average for admitted
students and who had not applied to one of three highly impacted majors.

+ Denied applicants with scores above 1400 fell into one of four special categories.
Either (1) they had cancelled their applications before admissions decisions were
made; (2) they were out-of-state or international applicants, for whom admission
standards are much higher; (3) they had applied to one of three highly impacted
majors in the College of Engineering; (or 4) they had below-average grades for
students admitted to Berkeley.

2. Is it true that for Fall 2002, UC Berkeley admitted “marginally qualified”
applicants at the expense of more highly qualified applicants?

« UC Berkeley admitted those students whom the campus judged to be best
qualified, as determined by a broad range of factors consistent with UC Regents and
Berkeley faculty policy. Regents policy directs campuses to consider multiple
measures of accomplishment, to look for outstanding personal talent as well as
academic achievement, and to evaluate applicants’ achievements in the context of the
opportunities and challenges they faced.

+ The assertion that large numbers of “highly qualified applicants” were denied is
based on a single measure of merit: SAT I. Even the College Board, the sponsor of
the SAT I, cautions that SAT I scores should be used only in conjunction with other
indicators of academic achievement. No distinguished college or university in the
country uses the SAT I as a sole measure of achievement.

* Denied Berkeley applicants with high SAT I scores and grades were denied
because they were competing in special pools with very high standards: as non-
residents, for example, or to highly impacted majors. Students in these pools are not
competing directly against the vast majority of applicants.

3. Is it true that for Fall 2002, UC Berkeley admitted nearly 400 students with SAT
I scores in the range of 600-1000?

+ For Fall 2002, UC Berkeley admitted 261 applicants with SAT I total scores

between 900 and 999, 90 applicants with SAT I total scores between 800 and 899,
and 27 applicants with SAT I total scores less than 800.
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