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Climate change poses a grave threat to the health, economic 
well-being and quality of life of Californians and the nation. 
�e state government is taking steps to address these chal-
lenges, including adopting measures to reduce California�s 
greenhouse gas emissions.

In support of those measures, the Californian Public Utili-
ties Commission requested that the University of California 
prepare a proposal to create a California Institute for Climate 
Solutions (CICS).

�e University of California eagerly embraced the request and 
submitted a proposal, while also working with other public 
and private California research universities, including Califor-
nia state universities and community colleges, to re�ne a vision 
for an institute that can support the state�s climate change 
mitigation e�orts (and carbon emission reduction goals).

CPUC issued a preliminary decision Feb. 11 to create the Cali-
fornia Institute for Climate Solutions. A �nal vote by the full 
commission is expected on March 13. Under the preliminary 
decision, the CICS hub location will be determined by open 
competition with a �nal determination made by its governing 
board. UC strongly supports this process and is committed to 
working with other institutions around California to ensure 
the institute is a success.

�e institute, with a proposed budget of $600 million over 10 
years, will be established and funded via a ratepayer surcharge.

Responding to the Calling

CICS will play a critical role in addressing the enormous 
challenge of climate change, serving as a venue for coordina-
tion and deployment of research, education and training to 
advance statewide climate mitigation goals. In addition, the 
institute will develop a roadmap to identify those areas of re-
search, technological innovation, policy and education likely 
to have the greatest impact on mitigating climate change and 
greenhouse gas emissions.

Key Bene�ts for California and the Nation

�e CICS will be an exciting, energetic hub for accelerating 
applied research and development of practical, commercially 
viable technologies that will reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
and slow global warming, stimulating development of pro-
grams to help the state �ll its �green workforce pipeline.� Also, 
the institute will disseminate research results by hosting con-
ferences and workshops, developing newsletters and reports, 
and by facilitating internships and other programs to encour-
age communication and a cross-fertilization of ideas.

In addition, CICS will be an important tool for state policy-
makers, private sector professionals as well as the public. CICS 
initiatives could include workforce development programs 
aimed at technical professionals, enhancement of graduate 
training and development of new programs and curricula 
in certain �elds. Initiatives for K-12 curricular development 
related to energy, environment and conservation can be de-
veloped as well.

Speci�cally, CICS will focus on: 

<	 Strategic Planning. �e CICS will develop a �Climate 
Solutions Roadmap� (in coordination with other agencies 
and institutions involved in similar activities) to guide 
state decision makers and others in strategic planning 
and investment in those areas of research, technological 
innovation, policy and education likely to have the 
greatest impact on mitigating climate change. �is will 
help avoid duplication of e�orts.



<	 Mission-oriented Research. �e CICS will administer a 
grant program providing funding to facilitate mission-
oriented applied research that results in practical 
technological solutions and policy recommendations 
likely to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and mitigate 
the impacts of climate change in California.  Potential 
research areas include (but are not limited to) buildings 
and homes (energy e�ciency and conservation); 
energy supply, sources and technologies; policy and 
management; climate forecasts and analysis; quality of life 
(health and environment); and measurement, informatics 
and analytical infrastructure.

<	 Education and Workforce Training. Education initiatives 
supported by CICS will focus on training the next 
generation of researchers and professionals in areas 
critical to sustainability.

<	 Dissemination/Transfer of Knowledge. �e CICS will 
integrate the knowledge gained from CICS-supported 
programs and disseminate it widely to policy-makers, to 
private sector professionals and to the public in a form 
useful for guiding policy decisions, investments, business 
and product development, and individual actions.

Working Closely with Partners

CICS will be a partnership between academia and the public 
and private sectors to bene�t utility ratepayers and Califor-
nians by working to �nd practical technological and policy 
solutions to the problems posed by climate change.

�e institute will also engage a broad range of expertise by us-
ing a competitive merit-based peer review process to identify 
and support research and education/training projects to be 
conducted at academic and research institutions and labora-
tories throughout California.

Caltech, Stanford, the University of Southern California and 
the California State University and California Community 
Colleges systems submitted a joint letter of support for the 
establishment of the CICS.


