
Happy Birthday 
Pell Grant!



The Pell Grant is 50!
For 50 years, the Pell Grant has put college in reach for 
low-income students from all backgrounds. Millions of 
Americans have earned a college degree with help from 
this transformative program.  But the years are catching up 
to Pell: Grants once covered up to 75 percent of costs at a 
4-year-college; today, they cover less than a third. 

To ensure the Pell Grant continues to benefit future  
generations, the University of California, the UC Student 
Association and advocates across the country are calling 
on Congress to renew their commitment to this important 
program by doubling the maximum award so that it reaches 
$13,000, and then indexing it to inflation to keep it strong 
in the years ahead. Doubling the Pell Grant would ease the 
student loan burden, help students meet their basic needs 
and allow more students to graduate college.  

Long live the Pell Grant—here’s to another   
life-changing 50+ years!  



“In the six years it took me to 
complete an undergraduate  
degree I faced houselessness, 
food insecurity, and constant 
financial stress. I sometimes 
wondered whether a degree was 
worth the constant struggle and 
working 2-4 jobs while being a 
full-time student. Ultimately, 
this was possible because of 
financial aid like the Pell Grant.”

“For the last 50 years Pell 
Grants have made attending 
college possible for countless 
students and eased the  
burden of debt for many more. 
Congress should celebrate this 
milestone by Doubling the Pell 
to restore its full ability to make 
college affordable.” 

“Happy 50th Birthday, Pell! 
Without your half century of 
service to the country, millions 
of students might not have 
been able to pursue higher 
education. Still time has aged 
you like the rest of us, so we 
need Congress to care for you 
now more than ever. Here’s to 
the next 50 years!” 

“The Pell Grant is an essential 
investment in our future  
leaders, making education 
possible for countless students, 
and is now officially 50 years old. 
 The ultimate birthday present? 
Restoring its purchasing power 
and advancing equity and access, 
by Doubling the Pell!”  
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We the 2,984 undersigned join with the University of California  
and the University of California Student Association in calling on 
Congress to renew their commitment to the Pell Grant by doubling 
the maximum award so that it reaches $13,000, and then indexing 
it to inflation to keep it strong in the years ahead.
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